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Christmas Newsletter 2021 
It was a bit of a shock to look at last year’s Christmas newsletter to find that the first line 

was: ‘We’re writing this on the day after the government announced the post-Christmas 

lockdown.’  This year we’re writing it on the day the government’s next set of restrictions 

are to be announced.  Nevertheless, the centre opened for more days this year than last and 

we intend to stay open every Tuesday until Easter 2022, Covid notwithstanding.  Our final 

Tuesday before Christmas was an unexpectedly busy day with several families on holiday 

here for Christmas, popping in to find out about our area and its wildlife and scooping up a 

few last-minute presents. 

 

Beaver Update 

Since our last newsletter in August there have been various developments: We assisted 

Forestry and Land Scotland’s conservation team to survey and ascertain current beaver 

numbers in Knapdale.  It appears that they are continuing to spread, with new evidence of 

their activities being found in south-west Knapdale.  Our camera traps also picked up 

footage of kits and yearlings in various locations which we are pleased to see.  We must also 

revise our assertion in the last newsletter that Bjorne and Millie have two kits; it turns out 

they have three! 

In the last few days further evidence of new beaver activity has been noted in south 

Knapdale; we’ll get a camera down here ASAP to assess if there’s a set of new beaver 

residents. 

We rounded off a very successful season of beaver walks in early September and later in the 

autumn decided to trial something new: Autumn is the beavers busiest time, with lodges 

and dams needing maintenance and a cache of food to be built up next to the lodge in case 

of harsh winter weather. Unfortunately, daylight is not sufficient after mid-September to 

see much of the beavers int he evening, but there’s lot to see of their activity as the beavers 

The 3 Coille Bharr kits tucking into some fresh rowan leaves supplied by mum and dad. 



go into overdrive felling and brashing trees for food stores and construction material.  So, 

we trialled two very successful afternoon walks to see what the Coille Bharr beavers were 

up to and strayed off some of the usual trails to gain a better insight of their activities. These 

were very well attended, so we hope to continue them next winter too.   

We also held a walk a couple of weeks ago around Loch Barnluasgan to test out our winter 

tree identification skills, as well as looking at the very recent beaver activity.  Millie and 

Bjorne and their kits appear to have moved back to this loch after a five-year absence. 

 

 

Below the waves 

Oyster Project 

We completed a fascinating year of monitoring 

native oyster growth with pupils from five local 

primary schools in November as part of the 

Seawilding-led Craignish Native Oyster Restoration 

Project.  This year we’ve seen rapid growth of the 

oysters in the cages at the Ardfern Yacht Centre; 

those already released into the loch are growing 

even faster!  Our last couple of surveys in 

November took part in very challenging weather:  

Achahoish School’s pupils showed great teamwork 

in helping us to get the event tent up without 

either the tent or any of us ending up in the loch!  

Sea temperatures have remained high and the 

diversity of species still active at this time of year 

was a bit of a surprise. 

 

Autumn beaver activities:   

An accurate piece of felling on Lochan  

Buic and a dam maintaining a beaver  

canal near the Faerie Isles. 

Brain work!  Oly assists pupils to work out 

averages 



Argyll Hope Spot 

On a similar theme, we are developing pilot lessons to raise awareness of the Mission Blue 

Argyll Hope Spot, a marine designation that roughly corresponds to the area encompassing 

the Sounds of Jura, Mull and Lochs Sunart and Linnhe.  The Argyll Hope Spot’s aim is to 

inspire action to explore and protect the ocean and to raise the public’s awareness of our 

marine life and habitats. As part of this awareness-raising our final seashore safari of the 

year at Carsaig Bay was held in conjunction with the Hope Spot in mid-October.  A successful 

day saw us finding yet more species we’d not encountered before, including the curiously-

named ‘flying crab’. 

Pond Clearing  

Not quite 

beneath the 

waves, but near 

the sea, we made 

our annual visit 

to Achahoish 

School to clear 

excess vegetation 

from their school 

pond.  It’s also an 

opportunity to 

assess the health 

of the pond, and 

it was good to 

see that we 

found the usual 

pair of great 

diving beetles. 

  

Recording the finds during the October Seashore Safari. 

Achahoish pupils working out what’s what in their pond 



Other School Work 

We rounded off the year by visiting the early 

learners at Baddens Farm Nursery and Kilmartin 

Primary School to talk about how animals prepare 

for autumn and winter.  At Baddens we installed a 

trail camera to allow the children to see who visits 

the outdoor nursery when they’re not there.  At 

Kilmartin we made some fat and seed-filled coconut 

shells to help feed hungry birds through the winter. 

 

HAWO Projects 

Water Voles 

We continue to make progress with the water vole project.  With support from the 

Highlands and Islands Environmental Foundation, we have completed a survey of potential 

water vole habitat within Knapdale and are continuing to monitor mink numbers using rafts 

and trail cameras.  Discussions continue as to the safest methods of mink control. 

 

Otter Deaths 

We were recently asked to help assess the reasons for the high number of otter deaths in 

the vicinity of the A816/Craobh Haven junction.  With the assistance of the local Community 

Council and Philip Price we are looking at 

mitigation measures to help prevent the very 

high number of deaths.  These may involve 

remediation work, such as the repair and 

adaptation of road culverts, fencing and 

mitigation using signs and reflectors.  Having put 

this issue into the public domain, we have 

received further reports of otter deaths in Mid 

Argyll, an indicator of the impact of road 

casualties both on this species and other wild 

animals. 

 

Barrandaimh – Argyll Beaver Centre 

Early in the New Year we will be replacing the centre’s old roof, part of an ongoing series of 

roof renovations; those of the compost loo and barn have already been extensively 

repaired/replaced. 

 

Solar Power 

Following six months of use, from high summer to the shortest, darkest days of winter, our 

electricity has been provided by sunshine, through our new solar panels on the roof of the 

barn, and nothing else!  The noisy, smelly and costly generator is taking an extended holiday 

and our goal of being carbon neutral has taken a huge step forward. 

 

Feeding the Wildlife 

For the third year running, the food bill for the birds, squirrels, badgers, pine martens, 

beavers and others has been generously sponsored by Vegware.  This type of ongoing 

funding has made such a difference to what is a costly undertaking.  Vegware makes food 

packaging from plants using renewable, lower carbon, recycled or reclaimed materials, 



which is designed to be commercially compostable.  They are also a lovely, friendly bunch, 

whose funding supports a wide variety of grassroots projects in Scotland and elsewhere. 

We’re delighted to be supported by them. 

 

Plans for the Future 

In conjunction with Forestry and Land Scotland (FLS), we’ve had the centre and its land 

valued, the first stage in moving towards a Community Asset Transfer.  If successful, the 

transfer will enable us to own the centre, as opposed to the current rental agreement with 

FLS.  We believe that, in an ever-changing world, ownership will allow us to plan with far 

greater confidence.  The centre is pivotal to our existence and, with assistance from a 

variety of funders, alongside donations and monies raised from our activities, we have 

already made a considerable investment in improving, repairing and maintaining the centre. 

 

Centre and Event Numbers  

Despite a reduced season, over 3,550 people visited 

the centre during the 97 days we have been open to 

date, an average of 37 per day.  We also had our 

busiest day ever when 98 people walked through the 

door.  In addition, 776 people took part in our walks 

and events.  As mentioned in our last newsletter, we 

need to take on another staff member next year to 

assist with the increasing workload. 

 

Opening Times into 2022 

Check our website for our current and future Argyll 

Beaver Centre opening times. We are currently open 

every Tuesday from 10am-4pm.    

 

And finally… 

Thank you to all of you for helping us through a very challenging season!  In particular our 

Trustees and volunteers, without whom we would not have realised anything like the 

successes we have achieved this year. 

 

As with many sectors, we have been supported by various funding streams during the 

pandemic.  We would like to acknowledge the fantastic support we’ve received from 

Victoria Winters at the Heart of Argyll Tourism Alliance who has kept us up-to-date with all 

of the relevant information and available funding opportunities.  Our membership of this 

tourism marketing group has been fundamental in getting us through the last couple of 

years.  If you run a tourism business in Mid Argyll and are not part of the group we very 

much encourage you to join.  You can find out more here: 

https://www.heartofargyll.com/join/ 

People continue to like and follow our Facebook page, a good place to read about some of 

the wider issues surrounding our wildlife and to keep up to date with forthcoming events. 

https://www.facebook.com/WildlifeArgyll/ 

  

Beaver spotted! 

https://www.heartofargyll.com/join/
https://www.facebook.com/WildlifeArgyll/


Our Facebook group also continues to grow and has now reached nearly 2,000 members, of 

which over 1,400 actively engage with the site.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1209056745790124/    

This is the best place to post any photos of our flora and fauna, if you don’t know what it is, 

one of our members will! There are some wonderful pictures on this page, but images can 

be of any quality, this isn’t a photography site so feel free to add that picture of a distant 

buzzard, red squirrel tail or submerged frog.  We do!  It’s all about sharing our appreciation 

for what is around us.  

Also, take a look at our Instagram page:  https://www.instagram.com/argyll_beaver_centre/    

to see some of the images of the plants, animals and habitats we encounter during our 

work. 

You can follow us on Twitter at:  https://twitter.com/ArgyllBeavers 

Membership 

If you know of anyone else who you think might like to join us, they can do so either via our 

store on the website by emailing us at info@heartofargyllwildlife.org or writing to HAWO, 

Crown House, Ford, Argyll PA31 8RH.  Membership is just £10 per year and your support is 

greatly appreciated. 

Shop 

If you’re looking for a gift for a friend or family member, we have a fabulous range of books, 

guides, crafts and native fluffy animals, from beavers to barn owls.  Some of these are also 

available from our website shop. 

 

We hope you have a safe, peaceful 

Christmas and New Year and we look 

forward to seeing you in the near 

future. 

 

Heart of Argyll Wildlife Rangers 

Pete and Oly 
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